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REMARKS 

Request for Entry of Amendments 

Claims 9-22 have been canceled as being directed to a non-elected invention. Claim 1 
has been amended to emphasize the previous amendment, clarifying that the susceptor and the 
showerhead are "lower and upper electrodes capacitively coupled for forming plasma discharge 
therebetween" by an RF power generator. Claim 1 has been amended also to correct 
informalities. No new matter has been added, and no new issue has been raised. Applicant 
respectfully requests entry of the amendments and reconsideration of the application in view of the 
amendments and the following remarks. The amendment to Claim 1 was not previously offered as 
the distinction raised was believed to be adequately captured by the prior amendment. Applicants 
believe that entry of the amendment would place the application in better condition for allowance or 
appeal. 

Rejection of Claims 1. 6, and 26-27 Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1, 6, and 26-27 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cox et al (US 6,418,874, hereafter '874). 

In '874, the Office Action interprets substrate support member #72 (col. 5, line 18) as a 
susceptor and a gas delivery ring with a series of nozzles at the chamber top (col. 6, lines 35-38) as 
a showerhead. Office Action, the paragraph bridging pages 2-3. However, as shown in Fig. 1, the 
susceptor and the showerhead are not "lower and upper electrodes capacitively coupled for 
forming plasma discharge therebetween" as recited in Claim 1. '874 discloses a toroidal plasama 
reactor and distinguishes the toroidial plasma reactor from a capacitively coupled plasma reactor 
(col. 1, lines 21-35). Thus, Claim 1 cannot be anticipated by '874. 

Claims 6 and 26-27 also cannot be anticipated by '874 at least due to their dependencies 
upon Claim 1 . 

It is respectfully requested that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Rejection of Claims 2-4, 7-8, 23, and 28-29 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claim 2-4, 7-8, 23, and 28-29 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over '874 further in view of Kabansky (US 2002-0179248, hereafter '248). 
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'248 discloses a microwave plasma reactor and does not supply the deficiencies of '874 
discussed above in relation to Claim 1. Thus, Claims 2-4, 7-8, 23, and 28-29 cannot be obvious 
over '874 and '248 at least due to their dependencies upon Claim 1. 

It is respectfully requested that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Rejection of Claim 5 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claim 5 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over '874 further 
in view of Houchin et al (US 5,202,095, hereafter '095). 

'095 discloses a microwave plasma reactor and does not supply the deficiencies of '874 
discussed above in relation to Claim 1. Thus, Claim 5 cannot be obvious over '874 and '248 at 
least due to its dependency upon Claim 1 . 

It is respectfully requested that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Rejection of Claims 24-25 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 24-25 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over '874 
and '248, further in view of Yanase (US 2002-01 17473, hereafter '473). 

'473 discloses a microwave plasma reactor and does not supply the deficiencies of '874 or 
'248 discussed above in relation to Claim 1. Thus, Claims 24-25 cannot be obvious over '874, '248, 
and '473 at least due to its dependency upon Claim 1. 

It is respectfully requested that this rejection be withdrawn. 
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CONCLUSION 



In light of the Applicant's amendments to the claims and the foregoing Remarks, it is 
respectfully submitted that the present application is in condition for allowance. The grounds for 
rejection which are not discussed herein are moot. Should the Examiner have any remaining 
concerns which might prevent the prompt allowance of the application, the Examiner is respectfully 
invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number appearing below. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1410. 



Respectfully submitted, 



KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: 
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